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At the beginning of the oil age, 

it was easy to find and extract oil.

http://www.energybulletin.net/sites/default/files/2008basecaselarge.png


Whatôs left is hard, expensive, 

and increasingly dangerous to get.

http://www.energybulletin.net/sites/default/files/2008basecaselarge.png


Oil supplies are finite and 

deplete over time

Oil pressure high at first, but drops later. 

Production rises until about 50% of oil is gone.

When half the oil in a well has been removed, the 
remaining oil is harder to extract and refine. 

Extraction costs escalate and production declines. 

Same principles describe an individual oil well, 
oil fields, regions, countries, and the entire world.



Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Natural Gas:

oil production likely to peak before 2015

http://www.energybulletin.net/sites/default/files/2008basecaselarge.png


International Energy Agency 2010

ñWorld Energy Outlookò

http://www.energybulletin.net/sites/default/files/2008basecaselarge.png


What are possible effects of oil depletion?

While weôll never ñrun outò of oil...

We are running out of cheap, plentiful oil

Oil production will decline at an unknown rate. 

How might rising fuel costs or shortages affect:

Manufacturing

Transportation and shipping

Agriculture and food production

Economic activity and growth





Pressures on land and water can be reduced 

through new practices and techniques that boost 

yields, use soils and water more sensitively, and 

reduce their reliance on inputsðtechniques 

such as drip-feed irrigation, water harvesting, 

low- or zero-till agriculture, agroforestry, 

intercropping, and the use of organic manures. 

These would also significantly reduce the carbon 

footprint of agriculture.

- ñGrowing a Better Future,ò Oxfam, P. 29











































Sustainable agriculture 

increases local food security

Fossil fuels supplies are in decline, and climate change will 

increase weather disruptions.  

Scarcity of food, fuel, water, and other resources will be 

increasingly likely, which will trigger conflicts at all levels. 

To minimize scarcity, and buffer conflicts, it will be helpful 

to be able to produce as much of a communityôs food as 

possible locally.  

Sustainable agriculture practices use less fuel, minimizing 

carbon emissions, and conserves water. 

Try it in your community! 


